




































































American
Mercenaries

1

L EFRICA

by
Maj. Robert K. Brown (USAR)

How does an American become a
mercenary in Africa? Why would one
want to? I found the answers to both of
these questions and a few more when |
visited Rhodesia during the spring of
1974,

While in Madrid, co-authoring a book
on the CIA and Cuban exiles, I Teceived a
lengthy letter from ‘‘Mitchell McNair,”
describing his experiences chasing
terrorists on the Rhodesian-Zambian-
Mozambique border, as a member of the
mercenary-staffed British South African
Support Unit. A nom de guerre is ap-
propriale in order to preclude McNair
from being hassled by the f[ederal
authorities when he returns to the U.S.

Work on the book was abruptly ler-
minated when my partner was ordered {o
Lishon to cover the coup in Lishon. 1
decided to tag along and we roared into
Lisbon in his 1969 red Matra, 12 hours
afler the coup. When it became apparent
he would be covering the Lisbon scene for
an indeterminate time, I caught a flight
to Salisbury via Joanneshurg. I wanted lo
take a first hand look at Rhodesia's nasty
little “terrorist” war and see if I could
link up with McNair whom 1 had
corresponded with over the years but had
never met.

By chance, McNair returned from a
six-week patrol in the bush while I was in
Salisbury. We met and spent days
together, during which we reconned the
terrorist-infiltrated northeast frontier
area around Mt. Darwin. McNair's story
of how he ended up hunting terrorists or
“terrs” as the Rhodesians call them, is
one of perseverance,

He had alternated several semesters in
college with race car driving in Australia
and England and finally gave up the
books. Over the next five years he jacked
around as a longshoreman, off-shore
roughneck, deep sea diver and
professional hunter. He decided combat
would be a good test of his mettle, but
was rejected by the U.S. Army because
of arthritis. Then he discovered Rhodesia
was involved in a nasty little-known war
with communist-funded, trained, and
equipped terrorists.

He applied for the Rhodesian Army's
OCS program but was rejected as being
over-age. He journeyed to Rhodesia at
his own expense in hopes of obtaining a
waiver on his age but once again was
turned down. Subsequently he joined the
Rhodesian natignal police, or British
South Africa Police {BSAP), a title the
Rhodesians have carried over from their
previous association with the British,

Though McNair had had ne formal
military or police experience, he was
only required to complete four weeks of
counter-insurgency training, due to his
wide ranging background and familiarity
with small arms. He later attended the
BSAP small arms school and driving
school.

As might be expected, McNair
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Write Your
Congressman!

Yes! Todayl Write your Congressman to let him know that you firmly oppose any
new anti-gun legislation.

As a result of last year's election, the United States is
at the mercy of the most liberal Congress in tha history
of our nation. Alraady there are numarous anti-gun bills
in the hopper which call for new restrictions on the law
abiding gun owner. One calis for the registration of all
guns, another calls for the licansing of all gun owners,
and the bill Intreduced by Congresasman Michasl
Harrington {D-Mass.}) would tolally ban the privals
ownership of handguns!

There is a strong possibility that several anti-gun bills

{2} Gun legisiation now on the books has had no
effect on reducing crime, if has only succeeded
in harrassing the law abiding gun owner. Laws
should punish the criminal, not the honest citi-
zen!

{3} A gun by itself can kill no one. The simple tect
is thet paople kilf paopla regardiass of the weap-
on.

{4) You, es a privale citizen, have the right to pos-
s0ss a firearm for sell protaction, If government

may becoma law unless we
act. The threat to your right
to own and use firearms Is
greater today than any time
since 1968 when the last
Gun Conirol act was passed.

Consider the foliowing brief
facts . . . and then write your
Congressman!—

(1) Gun conirol legisia-
tion only succeads in
teking guns oul of the
hands of the lew abid-
ing citizan, the crim-
inal will navar turn in
his gun or hava it reg-
istared.

Congreasional Adwsors
Rop Smp Batals (R-FLy
Aep Ay r Birard 1A THo
Rep Junrd Dumean iR Th
Sen Baity Londwales (HAT)
Rrp Jock kemp{F kty

Rep Wdham M rewchom (7-LAJ

Fep Dot ¢ Latta (A Om)
Rew Uawa Ma s (0 GAg
Rep B oXmesill Fo

Hop M Lene Snpder tH-RY.
Rep WilamF Wasn B Ny

(1 J i1 ' JsJ 31 117 f 1] ]|

O Yes. | wil join the Citizens Committee for the Aight to
Keep and Bear Arms | understand as a member of the [ |
Committee | will receive a membership card, a sub- .
scriphan to the Committea’s monthly newsietter POINT
BLANK, and all ather membership services My mem- a
bership fee 15 enclosed

|
B O8%15 Annual 850 Five Year 8150 Lila O$1.000 Patron B
. O | would itke to support the work ol the Committee with l

my conlribution of: B
B 080 O825 0850 D100 08250 O3s00 g
B 081,000 OS____ Other B
. | Pledse indicale whelher M, Mrs | Miss, etc  ano please print) .
= Name =
l Address I
. Ciyf State 2ip :

Flease complete the larm shown gbove and relurn glong with
. gur check Tu Cuaens Commtiee lor the Righl 0 Keep and .
. ar Arms Beieheld Office Park 1601 114 S £ Swte 151, .
Betlevue. Washingion 98004
YT rr oy Ittt r it i1 L

This ad authornized by Alan Gonrheb, Exec. Dwector, Cihizans Com-
mitiee tor the Fight 10 Keep and Bear Arms (a non-prohit corporatan}

CITIZENS COMMITTEE
FOR THE RIGHT TO
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

Arthur Godfrey, Honorary Natione! Chairman
NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

{parhal hsting )
Mon-Congressions) Agvibors
Ho.mes, Asewdnder
Peot James O Btwirman
W) Gen Afron Bradshas dr iRel
Hon wWm Jenmings Bryan Doen
Hun Laurence ) Burtan

sz naed Fhich

A U Fotresiet

Jauk Laylianorm

Hor James B Grover. Jr
Prot Jellray Han

Jarneson G Campagne, Jr Heniy Hazlift

Haripn Carier Wihs Hoban

Jorn CrarmDenismn Jetlrey O Kane

L& laylor Ur Howard Ketshner

James A Laen 1Y
Yodliam ( oel
Donald £ Lukens
Fr Danel Lyons, 5 J
Dan A sdamon

E 8 Mann

Tanya K Melaksy

Hud W AT O Lramer
Be. A Dawmdssn
Acnatg P Doadkom
Frane J Donateils

Pript Jaseph Dunnet
& Stanton Evans

Frol Wuliam Fleming

denias this right it is
denying the very basic
right [o lile.

Our founding fathers con-
siderad the right of a law
abiding individuat 1o own &
firearm to be so important
that they made it a part of the
highest law of the land, the
U.S. Constitution. Let us be
wary lest we lose this great
haeritage carefully passead
ajong to us.

So write your Congressman
today and support the affort
to praserve your right to own
and use firearms by joining
the Citizens Committee for
the Right to Keep and Bear
Arms. The Commities is the
natlon's fastest growing and
most actlve organization
working to protect the pri-
vabte ownership of firearms.

el MoCaftrey
John G My

O WNecholas Nyaradh
Prod Henty Padluce
4 A (Jay) Parket
Hathar A Phibrck
Prol Crares E Rice
LI Gan James Fisely, USMEC (Re
George C Roche, 1
Hon Dok Shoup

Prat Hans F Sennholz
John M Snyde:
Herban W Stupp
wayne J Thorburn
Warren S Woodward
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A First Time
Look Into The

OSSs

SUPER SECRET

SPY LABORATORY

DIVISION 19

Pudeined Jreom QI Jiles

The advancing technology of the past
four decades has turned the craft of
espionage into a peculiar sub-science all
its own, and even the usually pragmatic
field of ordnance development has seen
some of the zaniness that occurs when an
urgent problem is solved wilh generous
funding.

A case in point is the arsenal of “spy”
weapons developed for the use of the
legendary 0.5.5. operatives in World
War II. American inlelligence and

42

by
Donald McLean

espionage activity had been handled
entirely by the legitimate services until
the creation and blossoming of the O.5.5.
as a separate agency under the Joint
Chiefs. The Q.5.5. organization was new,
and 50 was their mission. With a novel
relationship to the traditional services,
the 0.5.S. was charged with gathering
intelligence, organizing, training and
equipping native resistance groups to
operale behind Axis lines. Their ac-
complishments are a tribute to the brave

and resourceful men who comprised the
0.S.5., while the efficiency with which
they accomplished these dangerous
missions against improbable odds is a
tribute to Lhe insight of the elite corps of
scientists who envisioned, created and
produced this arsenal of special weapons
for these special missions. Any
specialized craft requires specialized
tnols; ideclogy aside, the better the tools,
the better the results with median
operatives.

















































































































